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I. Cuzonicuss, Chap. xix. Verſe 13. 


| Brof grod ae. and let us de tr foloes e fir our people, and 
y * | for the cities of our God. , dh. 


Son n the fviched und enen en of. the, Me 
brew General to his armed countryrgen. "Threatened as they 
were by a very numerous and powerful enomy, he encourages 
them 10 make a ſtout and vigorous reſiſtance, from a juſt 
ſenſe of the goodneſs of the cauſe in which they were engaged, 
and a firm reliance on that Almighty Being who had choſen 
them for his people, and taken them under his immediate ge- 
vernment and protection. Let us behave ourſelves valiantly 
B for 


. 
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| for oh _ and for the cities of our God.” As if he 
had faid—** You ſee; my fellow Citizens, what a formidable 
enemy you have to encounter—from their numbers and their 
martial appearance they menace . with utter deſtruction z. 


but let not this diſmay you : the a of civil and religious 


berty, which calls forth your preſent exertions, will likewiſe 
ſanctify and proſper them.” The event of this conduct was. 
anſwerable to their moſt ſanguine expectations The enemy: 
was completely overthrown, and ſ uffered the juſt N 
2 their violence in the total deſtruction of their government. 
and country. 


5 *  . * 
w YV 4 ha 1 * 1 [4 0 b . * | 5 
, 5 p * CS # ; 24 % 3 * w of x , AM & 1 FT £4» 9 "Xs 8 1 © F 1 5 « 
: 1101181101145 Trait ee, l HALLS gi Fo 4 —— Sv 


The ſame ſpirit of patriotiſm and religion which animated 
the courage of the Hebrew warrior, will ſurely: operate with, at 
leaſt, as much effect upon the heart of the Chriſtian ſoldier. 
He likewiſe will *©/ behave himſelf valiantly for his people, 
and for the cities of his God.” Connecting his deareſt inte- 
reſts in this life with the ſtill more important concerns of futu- 
rity, he will bravely face every danger with that undaunted 


a | * 


— 
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fortitude. which is firſt inſpired by principle, and then main- 
rained by a conſtant ſenſe of the Divine Protection. The 
doctrines of the goſpel tend, indeed, to curb and reſtrain, but 
not to break the ſpirit of man. The ſocial glow of Chriſtian 
| love is perfectly conſiſtent: with the active valour of the hero, 
as well as with the patient endurance of the martyr . and let 
not any one preſume to ſay, becauſe our religion is the decpen 
of peace, that the profeſſion of arms is incompatible with the 
Chriſtian character. As well might we infer from that. precept 
of our Redeemer, to ** reſiſt not evil,” that therefore we muſt 
not. reſiſt the robber and the murderer. To argue in this man- 
ner is to make the religion of Chriſt contradict itſelf, and mili- 
tate with the firſt principle of human 5 
The war of unprovoked aggreſſion is, indeed, unlawful, be- 
cauſe it is incompatible with the principles of common. juſtice ; 
but in every caſe of ſelf-defence where we are unjuſtly attacked, 
and peace and ſecurity. are the objects for which we arm, it 
is not merely right and proper, it is alſo the incumbent duty 
of the nation to repel ſuch violence by the moſt ſtrenuous ex- 

| 3 | ertions. 
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ertions. The ſword by theſe means aſſumes its proper = 
racter, and becomes the friend and protector of the olive branch. 
When the ſoldiers in the goſpel applied to John Baptiſt with 
that queſtion-«-** What ſhall we do?” inſtead of telling them 
. to relinquiſh their profeſſion, hich the certainly would have 
| dohe, had he deemed ic unlawful, he immediately gives them 
rules and precepts to enable them to diſcharge it properly. 
| When Peter baptized the Centurion, we find no intimation 
| given to the Roman ſoldier about quitting his military office 
as incompatible- with the gaſpel. | Thus with »qual ytopricty 
does our Church declare in her articles, that * it is lawful for 
Chriftian men at the command of the magiſtrate th wear wes⸗ 
pons, and to ſerve in the wars.“ e 


And here we may fairly aſk---was there ever a period which 
called forth the united 'exertions of all ranks and orders of 


men amongſt us more forcibly than the preſent conjuncture ? 

threatened as we are on all ſides by a numerous and ſavage 

enemy, it becometh us 10 ** behave ourſelves valianaly for our 
people, 


191 | 
people, and for the cities of our God.” The conteſt between 
us and the adverfary is not now, as formerly, for an iſland, or a 
fortreſs, or a certain ſpace of territory, but for the prefervation 
of our laws, our liberties, and, in one word, oer exiſtencs 
All that connecteth man to man by the moſt engaging ties, 
all * che charities and dear relations of father, fon, and bro- | 
| ther,” all che till higher confiderations/ of religion, all theſe. 
I fay, come home to every man's boſom, and tell him plainly, 
it is his indiſpenſable duty to approve himſelf worthy of the blef- 
ſings he enjoys under our happy conſtitution, by contributing 
his utmoſt” efforts to ſecure its preſervation. Om ſuch a cauſe 
as this, we may, with all humble confidence, hope for the fa- 
vor of Heaven. It is, indeed, a righteous cauſe ; fon ia is whe 
cauſe of humanity oppoſed to brutality=brutality, did 1 ſay ? 
Alas | the brutes themſelves will deny the aſfimilation. It is 
likewiſe the cauſe of religion inſulted by infidelity : in one 
word, it is the cauſe of every thing that tends to” comfort and 
to clevate human nature againſt the vileſt attempts to fink it 
into degradation and debaſement. War in its mildeſt aſpect 
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is ſufficiently terrible; it has, therefore, been the conſtant prac- 
tice of all civilized nations to adopt various regulations for 
the expreſs purpoſe of ſoftening,. as much as poſſible, the rigors 
of war, and rendering them leſs inſupportable, not only. to 
themſelves, but alſo to their enemies. Not ſo our adverſaries 
of the preſent day---impelled by a ſpirit truly diabolical, they 
have violated every rule that has this merciful tendency ; this 
has been done, not merely in the heat and tumult of action, 
when fury may, perhaps, impel the man to deeds which in 
his calmer moments he mold ahbor; but in the deliberate re · 
ſolution of their National Aſſembly. Of ſuch reſolutions as 
theſe we may well exchaim in the emphatic language of the 
Patriarch“ O, my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret; unto 
their aſſembly mine honor be not thou united ! curſed be their 
anger, for it was fierce ; and their wrath, for it was cruel.” — 
Happy, indeed, and very honorable is it for this nation, 
that theſe ſhocking inſtances of barbarity are looked upon with 
horror, and will not be followed in any circumſtance that will 
admit of the ſlighteſt ſimilitude. The national character of 


3 Britons 


1 


Britons has never yet been ſullied by any act of cruelty J they 


wage war like men, ever ready to ſpare the proſtrate foe, and 
to pour the balm of human kindneſs into the wounds which the 
ſevere occaſion of their duty has obliged them to inflict. With 
reſpect to. that unhappy nation, when we: take a view of its 
preſent internal ſtate, we are ſhocked at the fight of ſuch atro- 
cities, as, till they were committed, could never have been cons 
ceived: by the human mind; and now they are brought to pals, 
human language is impoveriſhed in deſcribing . them. And 


what has been the conſequence ? Erecting upon the ruins of 


their antient government, a tyranny far more inſupportable 
than what had been aboliſhed, they are become the wretched 
ſlaves of the moſt cruel deſpotiſm that ever oppreſſed human 
fociety. ' Continued as theſe ſcenes of bloodſhed have been, the 
only variety they have admitted, has been in the perfons 'of 
the prime movers of theſe execrable proceedings. The de | 
thronement and murder of their monarch has been ſucceeded-by 


the entrance of different actors in the ſame barbarous tragedy; 


each of whom | 


Frets | 


1121 
——Frets and ſtruts his hour upon the ſtage. 
And then is heard no more, 

Falling by che very . means by which he had 
| conſigned others to deſtruction. —But enough of this lemi 
fcene | human nature ſhrinks from the ſight of it, and pity 
| herſelf, that gentleſt of all our ſenfations, „ el 150 
indignation at the bare mention of fuch enormities; nay, even 
ſtate- policy, the coldeſt, but not the weakeſt, of human mo- 
tives, condemns it as abſurd and fooliſh. 


Let me at onee relieve your feelings by turning pour at- 
tention to the lovely picture of ſociety exhibited in this nation. 
A King deſervedly ſeated on that firmeſt of all thrones, the 
hearts of his ſubjects; ruling them by no other laws than what 
themſelves had the principal ſhare in framing. Protection 
and obedience here flow from the ſame generous ſource, even 
from mutual confidence. So juſtly may every Briton addreſs 
his Sovereign in the manly and reſpe&ful language of the 
Roman to his Emperor We are happy under your go- 


vernment, 
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vernment, becauſe every act of obedience to you is an acknow- 
ledgement of the duty we owe to the laws of our country.” 
Hence then, it follows, that in our community every mems- - 
ber of it is encouraged to exert himſelf in the duties of his 
ſtation, becauſe he is ſure of reaping, without moleſtation, the 
comforts and emoluments of it in the beneficial produce of 
his own induſtry. The ſpirit of our, conſtitution inculcates 
the true prineiple of ſubmiſſion to human ordinances, de- 
ducing the right of our governors in chis point, not from 
that abſurd ſyſtem which our moral poet ſo happily ſtig- 
matizes by the title of | the enormous faith of millions 
made for one; much leſs from that wretched code, which, 
under the pretenſe of equa/izing mankind, reduces them be- 
neath the brute creation; but from that pure ſource of moral 
and political rectitude, which conſults the good of che whole 
by a regular ſubordination throughout all its claſſes, attend- | 
ing equally to the welfare of the loweſt as well as of the 
bigheſt rank in ſociety; the firſt, of theſe not being below 
the protection, nor che latter above the controul of the law. 

D The 
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5 The bleflings of the Britiſh government, like *+ the ſacred oil 
which was poured out upon the head of Aaron, and went 
| | down to the ſkirts of his clothing,” commence at the head, 
F | and deſeend even to the loweſt of its members. To theſe 
| | civil bleſſings ket us, with all devout gratitude, add thoſe 
of a religious nature ; the pure light of the goſpel ſhining 
forth in its greateſt ſplendor upon theſe iſlands, not illumi- 
1 nating the dark and dreary path of tlie monk; or hermit; but 
| leading us to the practice of every ſocial virtue, and teaching 
i" — neighbour's welfare with 166 fanks'MRdage/ 
| we heſtow upon our oum. The religion of this country is pers 
fey congenial with its civil polity; like different wheels in 
the ſame great machine, each takes a courſe peculiar to itſelf, 
pet in harmony with the other, and both of them by their 
Alice nuveionetcentribine to'thegeodicf thewhoh: (Spithim; ©: 


Theſe are the glorious, the ineſtimable privileges of 


which you, my fellow-countrymen, have now expreſſed: the 
moſt lively ſenſe by rifing from the voluntary impulſe of your 


own 


C' v3} 


own hearts, thus nobly in defenſe of them.) Tlüis, I am bold to 
ſay, and I ſpeak the language, not of flattery, but of juſtice, 


is true patriotiſm ; this is that noble ardour which is ſanctioned 
by che laws of God and man. Nature herſelf firſt lights ap 
the generous ſpark in the human breaſt, the ſocial compact 
fans the flame, and religion gives it freſh vigour and peculiar 
 ſptendor. While our brethren are fighting the battles of their 
king and country abroad, be it yours to behave yourſelves 
valintly for your people, and for the cities of your God“ at 
home. While their courage exerts itſelf gloriouſly in repelling 
the foreign foe, be your's the not lefs uſeful province to pre- 
ſerve the internal peace of the community. To you we look 
ap ſer the -weimentmde:: of that order" md-/wanguillity upon 
which the harmony of ſociety and the very exiſtence of govern- 
ment depend. The weapons of warfare in your hands will 
ever be dedicated/to the ſervice of thoſe laws which firſt en- 
truſted them to your management: and if there are to be found 
any reſtleſs ſpirits who, unworthy of the bleſſings they enjoy, 
with to exchange order for confuſion, harmony for diſcord, 
| 3 | and 
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and ſocial comfort for anareby aid rapine, if chere are any. 
among us, upon. whoſe minds, neither the benefits of our mild 
and equitable government, nor the ſad contraſt exhibited in a 
neighbouring 1 nation, can make a proper impreſſion, they 
will be taught this leſſon, that if they dare to abuſe the good- 
neſs of the Britiſh conſtitution, they ſhall be kept in due con- 
trol by the energy of its laws, and the activity of their opera- 
tion. Your country, therefore, my brethren, beholds theſe 
public ſpirited exertions of your's with peculiar, pleaſure ; rely- 
ing upon chem, dhe (ende forth her armed legions againſt-the 
foe with the utmoſt confidence, becauſe ſhe ſees her ſons at 
home, each man fulfilling the reſpective duties of his ſtation, 
and at the ſame time attentive and vigilant to her internal de- 
fence. *©** The enemy ſhall not be able to do her violence, the 
ſon of wickedneſs ſhall nat hurt her.” Thus, as in the natu- 
ral body, when all its parts perform their proper functions, 
there reſults from thence that agreeable ſenſation which is called 
health ; in like manner, while you, as different members of the 


community, contribute all in your power to her welfare, the 
ſtate 
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date itſelf will be in the enjoytment of perfect health and vigor, 
free from all internal complaint, and, as far as can be prevented 
by human eircumſpection, not liable to any outward accident; 
in other words, equally ſafe from the ſecret machinations of 
dame die traitors, ard the more open aggreſſion of foreign foes, 
| |!» Behold' then, my fellow countrymen, theſe banners under 
which you are now to range yourſelves: They are the banners 
of loyalty; of freedom, and religion. Vour country this day 
commits them te your charge as the ſacred pledges of her confi. 
dence and of your duty; being firmly perſuaded that they will 
never "be tunfatked,”'but int the licferits f her desteſt " righitk 
both cifilatd teligioas 4 Me (thulds thak!whetieverthels appar 
to be in danger, you will be among the foremoſt to obey the 
call of honor, emulating the glorious deeds of your forefathers, 
and approving yourſelves the genuine deſcendants of that truly 
reſpectable order of men, the  yeomanry of England. Your 
ſpirited, yet well-guided, zeal, for the general welfare, your 
ſteady attention to all the public, as well as private duties of 

E ſociety, 
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laciety, have been already ſo eminent, as to call forch the grate: 
ful acknowledgements of your fcilow-citizens, and conſequently 
to render further ex hortation altogether unneceflary.— 


Go then, my brethren, ſecure in the good intentions of yo 
own hearts, and highly honoured with this laſt teſtimony of your 
country's approbation, and if at any time the public cauſe ſhall 
demand your actual ſervice, may that Almighty Diſpoſer of 
events „ by whom alone kings reign, and princes deexee juf, 
ſtice, pour down. his bleſling upon your exextions, and grant 
you firmneſs in the day of trial, protection in every danger, and 
ſueceſs whenever you are called upon tg /** behave. yourſclyes 
valiantly for your people, and for the cities af yaus God.” 


